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" The  cupper-woman's  been  his   sweetheart

once.35

" Yes, but why is she still here when Maija's
here as well?   And what right has Maija to act
as she does here? "
" She's the mistress."
" Mother was the mistress.55
" Yes, and now it's Maija and she's just going
to get a baby, so now you know."

" How'll she get that?   And why is she getting
it in the bath-house? " Marke persisted.

cc Ask Maija/3 was all the reply she got from
her elder sister.

" When are you going to get a baby? "
cc Pooh, on the big to-morrow when the cherries
ripen,53 Eeva answered with a tired smile, and
rising, she put aside the spinning-wheel, yawned
and fingered her hair.

The Nikkila girls, small-eyed and red-haired,
left all by themselves in the farmhouse, began
boredly to prepare for bed. Maija and the
cupper-woman Loviisa were still in the bath-
house, Penjami the master still somewhere in the
village. One can well believe that on that pitch-
dark night, when the only sound outside was an
occasional bellow from a drunken farm-hand in
the village, these three groups of human beings
unconsciously withdrew deeper away from each
other into their several shells. Eeva put out the
torch, closed the smoke-shutter and lay down